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I CAN'T AFFORD TO 
OPEN MY HEART AND 
EXCHANGE FEELINGS 
OF AFFECTION. 









BEING A 
DUKE’S WIFE... 











I’M... NOT QUALIFIED 


ENOUGH TO HOLD SUCH 
A HIGH POSITION. 


DO NOT EXPECT 
YOU TO BECOME AN 
EXCELLENT DUCHESS. 


$0 YOU 
CAN RELAX. 
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IF THAT’S SO, 
THEN WHY DID YOu 
EVEN CHOOSE ME AS YOUR 
FIANCEE IN THE FIRST 
PLACE...7 


HE ONLY STATED 
THE TRUTH, AND WHILE 
IT’S SOMETHING I 
HAD EXPECTED, 


js 


I SOMEHOW 
FEEL IRRITATED? 








I LOST MY PARENTS 
AND BECAME THE HEAD 
OF THE DEWELLO FAMILY 

AT A YOUNG AGE. 














TO UPHOLD MY 
FAMILY’S AUTHORITY, T 
WAS BUSY WITH MUCH MORE 
IMPORTANT AFFAIRS 
THAN MARRIAGE. 
















I CHOSE YOU 
AS MY FIANCEE 
BECAUSE, 


EVEN IF I WERE 
TO DELAY OUR MARRIAGE 
INDEFINITELY, YOU WOULDN'T 
NAG ME ABOLIT IT. 






IT WANTED A LADY WITH 
SUCH TEMPERAMENT AND 
FAMILY BACKGROUND. 


-.«50 YOU DON’T 
PLAN ON GETTING 
MARRIED. 





So this is why the most powerful 
family in the empire chose me. 





Then ‘to brazenly 
sit ona high position’... 





it's stilla 
distant future? 


Or, 











I CAN'T EVEN 
PROMISE YOU I'LL BE A 
WONDERFUL HUSBAND, 






AND THE THINGS I 
WILL ASK YOU IN THE 
FUTURE MAY SOUND 
UNREASONABLE. 






does the prophecy have nothing 
to do with this person? 












LIKE I’VE SAID 
BEFORE, IT’S NOT YOU 
WHO SHOULD BE TRYING 
HARD TO OPEN YOUR 
HEART. 








IT IS ME WHO 
WILL WORK HARD TO 
GAIN YOUR TRUST. 










YOU ONLY NEED TO 
BE CAUTIOUS OF ME AS 
YOU'VE BEEN THUS FAR 
WITHOUT BURDEN. 










WHAT SORT OF 


CONTRADICTION... 








you WILL 
COMPLETELY 
TRUST ME. 








WHAT THE 
HECK. IS THIS WHAT 
YOU'RE AFTER? 









THERE IS NO 
SUCH RELIGION IN 
THIS WORLD. 





HOW you 
LOOK NOW 












MAKES ME 
WANT TO PUT MY 
COMPLETE TRUST 

IN YOU? 












I'M SORRY TO 
BOTHER YOU DURING 
IR BLISSFUL 
T TIME. 






you 
SWEE 















i LEADER, | — 
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THE IMPERIAL PALACE 
HAS REQUESTED YOU 
PRESENCE AT ONCE. 





AH, YOU SHOULD 
GET GOING. 





I'm ey < 





Grace, my hacky, 


lwantedttorcontinueslistening)toltiheijssweeticonvensation) 


IS THE LEADER 
INSIDE? 


ee 
READSTHE: 
THEYRE HAVINGYA\VERY. 
SWEET MOMENT) 


TOGETHER! 





IT’S THE IMPERIAL 
PALACE’S SUMMON. DON’T 
YOU KNOW WHAT IS 
MORE IMPORTANT? 


but | can't fight against the empire! 













MY LADY, 
IF YOUR FEVER HAS 
SUBSIDED, DO ESCORT 


DUKE UNTIL HE 
LEAVESIII! 


























IS THAT 
NECESSARY... 


NO, THERE’S 
NO NEED FOR YOU 
TO DO THAT. 





DON’T OVEREXERT 
YOURSELF. 

















So I ended up 








seeing him of f. 


The engagement ceremony is over. 











I used my sickness 
as an excuse to escape 
my lesson and... 










TODAY, 
I WILL VISIT THE 
DEWELLO ESTATE’S 
GARDEN ALONE! 





My LADY, 
EVEN BACK HOME, 
YOU USED TO DISAPPEAR 

TO THE GARDEN EVERY 
SINGLE TIME! 










Se DON’T WORRY. 


T’LL BE BACK SOON. 








THOUGH IT’S NICE TO 
BE BORN AS A NOBLE LADY 
AND NOT HAVE TO WORRY 
ABOUT FOOD AND LIVING, 





IT’S SUFFOCATING NOT 
HAVING ANY PRIVACY. 








Back in the Bolshake estate, 
| had made a space of my own. 
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IS THERE 
A PLACE LIKE 
THAT HERE? 



















I THOUGHT 4 
HE WAS A TAOIST 











WHAT BROUGHT 
YOU HERE? 


























OH, SO YOU 
WERE DRAWING. 










YES, SINCE 
I HAD SOME 
FREE TIME. 









IT’S QUITE 
EMBARRASSING. 


This girl, 








what can she not do? 






WHAT DO You 
THINK I DREW? 








IT LOOKS LIKE 
A HAPPY ELDERLY 
COUPLE... 


IT’S MY ENGAGEMENT 
PRESENT FOR VALERIE AND 
KYLUS, AND T HOPE THAT YOU 


WILL GROW OLD TOGETHER! 















IVE NEVER 
RECEIVED SLICH A 
WONDERFUL GIFT 
BEFORE. 





N-NO, I REALLY 
NEED IT! THE WRONG 
WORDS CAME OUT OF 
MY MOUTH!!! 


NO, YOU DON’T 
NEED TO MIND ME. 





I WAS SO HAPPY TO 
MAKE A FRIEND, I MIGHT 
HAVE OVERDONE IT. 










IT’S NOT THAT 
I DON’T LIKE IT. 


IT’S JUST, 
HEARING THE WORDS 
‘GROWING OLD TOGETHER” 
MAKES ME FEEL 
AWKWARD. 


Now that I think about it, those two 
never hide anything from each other. 





It was me who jumped to 
the wrong conclusion because 
of my own imagination. 


So this time... 


-..UMM, CAN I 
TALK TO YOU ABOUT 
A PROBLE: 


‘M? 


THIS ISN’T 
MY PROBLEM, BUT MY 
FRIEND’S PROBLEM... 


Pad 





LOL she’s really using the “asking for a friend” method 
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..- HOW CAN 
THEY DO IT? 


GO SOMEWHERE WHERE ee t 
YOU TWO CAN TALK CALMLY y 
AND QUIETLY, AND... — } AN 


NV) 


HAHAHAHAHAHAHA 








SO I DON’T 
LIKE You. 


YOU'RE AN 
IDIOT, SO I DON'T 
LIKE YOu. 


ALSO, BECAUSE 
YOU'RE BLOND. 


SENCHEOKHANELIN 
CA COWARD PRETENDING 
TO BE ALL TOUGH)... 





TUN: A refernce to Big Bang’s Loser 










AREN'T 
THOSE WORDS 
TOO HARSH? 





IN MY EXPERIENCE, 
THEY'LL JUST CLING TOA 
FALSE HOPE IF YOURE EVEN 
ALITTLE BIT WARM. 








T’LL TAKE 
CARE OF HIM! 





WHAT'S WITH 
THE DANGEROUS 
HAND GESTURE? 


ie 


, 


f 
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When ashes rain from the sky, 
the topography starts to change, 


and monsters appear 
and disappear... 





it is what is called 
the ‘ash phenomenon'. | 


THE THIRD 
SITE WHERE THIS 
‘ASH PHENOMENON’ 
OCCURRED... 








IS LOCATED CLOSE 
TO THE SECOND SITE. 















ITS SCALE HAS 
BECOME LARGER. 


IS THERE NO 
DAMAGE TO THE LAND 
AND THE NEARBY 
RESIDENCE? 











HOW’S THE RESULT 
OF THAT ANALYSIS TASK 
YOU GAVE TO THE 
RESEARCHERS? 


IS THERE AN ACTIVE 
VOLCANO NEARBY? 


NO, IT’S NOT DUE 
TO NATURAL CAUSES. 





WE FOUND SOMEONE 
WITH THE ASH. 











«+»PARDON? 






















WHAT KIND OF 
PERSON? WHAT KIND 
OF CLOTHES WERE 
THEY WEARING? 





WERE THEY FROM 
THE SAME WORLD AS 
SERENIA? DO WE FINALLY 
HAVE A CLUE... 








RATHER THAN 
FINDING A CLUE, WE 
NOW HAVE A BIGGER 
MYSTERY AT HAND. 








DURING THE LAST 
ASH PHENOMENON, WE 
FOUND SOMETHING SIMILAR 
TO ANIMAL BONES. 











NATURALLY, I 
THOUGHT IT WAS 
JUST SOME ANIMAL 
CARCASS. 














HOWEVER, WITH THE 
IMPERIAL RESEARCHERS’ 
ANALYSIS AND THE RESULT 
OF THIS PHENOMENON, 






WE FOUND THAT IT WAS 
ACTUALLY A HUMAN. 







FOR NOW, I'VE 
GIVEN A GAG ORDER TO 
THE LORD OF THE THIRD 
DAMAGED SITE. 







THERE WERE 
NO DAMAGES TO THE 
LAND AND THE NEARBY 
RESIDENCE, 














AND THERE WERE ONLY 
A FEW WITNESSES AS WELL. 





HOWEVER, THE 
SECOND DISASTER 
WAS GREATER THAN 
THE FIRST, 


AND THE THIRD 
DISASTER WAS ON AN 
EVEN GREATER SCALE 

THAN THE SECOND. 













THE NEARBY 

TERRITORIES HAVE 

STARTED GOSSIPING 
ABOUT IT. 





IF IT WASN’T 
DUE TO SOME 
EVIL BEING, 


WHY HAVE 
YOU CALLED ME 
SO SECRETLY 
LIKE THIS? 








DRAG SERENIA 
HOWEN HERE. 





DUKE DEWELLO, 
you... 


















YOU BROUGHT 

A SAVAGE INTO YOUR 

HOME WITHOUT A HINT 
OF WORRY. 


WHAT ARE 
YOU GOING TO TELL 
SERENIA? 





IT’S BEST TO JUST 
SAY EVERYTHING. 












IT’S BETTER 
THAN BEING FORCED 
INTO CUSTODY. 


SHE’S ABLE 
TO KILL A KING IF 
SHE WANTS TO. 







SHE CAN FLEE FROM 
THE DEWELLO ESTATE AND 
DISAPPEAR AS WELL. 










HEY, WHY 
ARE YOU SPEAKING 
LIKE THAT? 


HOW CAN YOU NOT 
HAVE TEARS TO CRY OR 
FRIENDSHIPS TO- 


















ARE YOU 
EAVESDROPPING ON? 


JUDGING BY YOUR 
APPEARANCE, YOU MUST 
BE AN OUTSIDER. 





WHO SENT YOU? 









1 WAS JUST 
WALKING DOWN 
THE HALLWAY, AND YOU 
GUYS WERE CHATTING 








KYLUS, CALM 
DOWN. THIS ISN’T A 
WEIRD PERSON. 


HE IS A 
LITTLE STRANGE 
THOUGH... 









THIS MAGICIAN 
COMES HERE EVERY 
YEAR TO FORETELL 








IT SEEMS T 
WAS TOO SENSITIVE. 
T APOLOGIZE. 


..| thought he doesn't 
have any tears, sweat, 
or anything in him. | 





i | I 
TUN: these 3 words together roughly mean “uninterested”. He's saying he t 


Kylus was uninterested in everything (life, friends, etc). 


hought 


ANYWAY, WHY 
ARE YOU HERE? 


YOU USUALLY 
DON’T GO ANYWHERE 
EXCEPT YOUR LAB. 















I CAME TO 
BID THE EMPEROR 
FAREWELL. 

















WHAT? YOU'RE 
LEAVING ALREADY? 
WE EVEN BUILT 
YOU A LAB... 



















AS A FORETELLER 
WITH NO INTENTION TO 
BELONG TO ANYONE, 





THERE’S NO 
NEED FOR ME TO 
FAITHFULLY SERVE THE 
IMPERIAL PALACE. 





I ALSO DON’T 
PLAN ON GETTING 
INVOLVED IN YOUR COMING 
DANGEROUS AFFAIRS. 





MARU 
COMICS 
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I ALSO DON’T 
PLAN ON GETTING 
INVOLVED IN YOUR COMING 
DANGEROUS AFFAIRS. 










IT SEEMS LIKE 
YOU'LL SUFFER QUITE 
OT, SO TAKE CARE OF 
YOUR BODY WELL. 
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IF YOUR FRIEND DOESN'T, 
HAVE ANY FEELINGS FOR) HIM, 
WOULDN‘T, THEY FEEL MORE 
ANNOYED THAN TROUBLED?, 





Pan Vox poe 
dinnemandkjustd 





D LIKE’ SOMEONE, 
ae THEM) CLEARLY. 


IS THAT IT? 
I HAVE FEELINGS 
FOR THE DUKE? 


WAS I SWAYED BY 
= HIS BEALITIFUL FACE? = 


DID MY LOVE 
FOR PRETTY FACES 
WIN AGAINST MY SLUIRVIVAL 
INSTINCT? DOES THAT 
EVEN MAKE SENSE? 










BUT HE MIGHT NOT 
BE THE TIGER... 





HE SAID HE DIDN’T 
PLAN ON GETTING 
MARRIED. 





As Serenia said, 





would it be alright 
to do as he said? 


NO, AREN’T I BEING 
TOO CARELESS NOW7? 


F THIS IS A GAMBLE. - 
= AGAMBLE I’M BETTING - 
4 MY LIFE ON! 


y 
AY. ‘A 
















IT’S ALITTLE SILLY, BUT 
THE DUKE IS LIKE A YOUNGER 
SIBLING TO ME. THAT’S WHY 
I’M WEAK AGAINST HIM. 





I SHOULD 
TAKE A WALK IN THE 
HALLWAY AND PONDER 
ABOUT IT. 




















WHY DID 
YOU COME SO 
SUDDENLY... 





BUT FIRST!! 





ARE YOU 
SICK? 


Y-YOU DON’T 
HAVE A FEVER... 





Ah, | did if again 
without; thinking: 


Who did this 
+o/youll! 


I'm glad 
you're Fine! 


RE YOU 
Y? 


Al 
HUNGR 





..Well, who's the 
younger sibling now? 


How could someone like 
me take care of him... 


ELL 


SU CCY 
Pe EE 


I FOUND SOME 
WINE AND BREAD. 


AH, YOU DIDN'T 
HAVE TO... 










TO PUTA 
CAUTIOUS ANIMAL’S 
GUARD DOWN, 


FOOD IS THE 
BEST WAY. 









SO EAT UNTIL YOU 
CAN NO LONGER EAT. 













... WHAT KIND OF 
CONCEPT IS THIS? 


THE MALE LEAD 
WHO CARESSES YOU 
AND HONESTLY SHARES 
HIS THOUGHTS... 





YOU'RE MORE LIKE A 
TYRANNICAL VILLAIN CALCLILATING 
THEIR SUBORDINATES VALUE, 
SO PLEASE STOP. 







STOP WITH 
YOUR NONSENSE 
AND EAT THIS. 


Thankfully: this guy 
sucks\atjseduction: 


nineeistnowway) |lifallintlovetwii] inns 













DO I FEEL 
PLEASED? 





IT BOTHERS 
M 


UT, 






LET’S IGNORE 
IT FOR NOW. 





ANYWAY, HOW LONG WERE 
YOU OUTSIDE MY DOOR? 


YOU DIDN’T 
KNOCK EITHER. 















+». I THOUGHT 
YOU MIGHT BE ASLEEP, 
AND I DIDN’T WANT TO 
WAKE YOU UP 







BUT I ALSO CAN’T 
JUST BARGE IN. 







T WAS AGONIZING 
IN FRONT OF YOUR DOOR 
FOR AN HOUR. 





I’M SORRY IF THAT 
DISGUSTS YOU. 








TRUTHFULLY, IT 
MADE A PRETTY BAD 
MISTAKE IN THE IMPERIAL 
PALACE TODAY. 












THAT’S WHY 
I’M FEELING QUITE 
DEPRESSED. 









FOR SOME REASON, I 
THOUGHT SEEING YOU WILL 
MAKE ME FEEL BETTER. 






lletestditfenentiatexthextwo. 
* 
MISTAKE We was 1S I? 





«+L CAN'T TELL 
YOU THE SPECIFICS. 














ASSAULTED THE 
MAGICIAN, DESTINY, AND 
SNAPPED HIS ARM. 
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After master left, 





while spending 
my days freely, 


I had these kinds of thoughts. 


TF I'M GOING TO BE 
LEAVING ANYWAY, 


WOULDN'T IT BE 
BETTER TO JUST LEAVE 
IMMEDIATELY UPON REALIZING 
I HAD NO CHANCE? 


YOU REALLY 
DON'T HAVE ANY 
TALENT. 


AND OH, YOULL 
DIE A VIOLENT DEATH 
IF YOU DO ANYTHING 

TOO BRAZEN. BYE. 





same Asal areal oh a1 
it would've been good for everyone. 


AM I LEARNING 
THIS MAGIC FORMULA 
JUST TO PRODLICE 
SOME STATIC? 


WHY CAN'T I 
JUST RUB My HANDS 
TOGETHER? 


HE TOLD ME WE'LL 
BE SENSING MAGIC, SO 
WHY DOES IT FEEL LIKE 

I'M BEING ROASTED 

LIKE A CHICKEN?! 


WHY CAN'T WE JUST LIGHT 
A FIRE USING MATCHES? ISN'T 
THAT THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
HUMANS AND ANIMALS? 


USING TOOLS... 





Why would that person 
go out of their way 
toe eto al ay 


Ose eM te B ano) 
more miserable? 


WHAT DID T 
WORK SO HARD FOR 
BACK THEN? 





If I get another chance 





to meet him... 


Oa el alo ye 





I want to punch 
him just once!!! 





-- THAT MAGICIAN, 











HIS ARM WAS 
CREAKING AS HE WALKED 
AWAY MISERABLY... 


VIOLENT! 
















WHY WOULD 
YOU DO SUCH 
A THING~ 





YOU SHOULDN'T 
DO THAT NEXT TIME! 
UNDERSTOOD? 





BECAUSE I WAS 
TOO EMOTIONAL. 





TRULY 


Drag Serenia 
Howen here. 








Ss 
S 
So 









WAS I TOO HAPPY 
AND DIDN‘T MATCH 
THE MOOD? 








SOME WORDS OF 
ENCOURAGEMENT... 












THE CEILING. 






..- WELL, 
ALRIGHT. 

















WHEN I WAS YOUNG, 
ANYTIME THERE'S A CAUSE 
FOR CELEBRATION, 





OR TIMES WHEN T 
WAS DEPRESSED, THERE 
WAS ONE THING I ALWAYS 
DID. BUT, I'LL DO IT FOR 
YOU TOO, KYLUS! 








KYLUS, DO 
YOU PERHAPS... 


LIKE APPLE 


TARTS? 

















YOU CAN'T 
FOCUS TODAY. 


VID SOMETHING 
HAPPEN? 















«IS THAT THE 
POSE OF SOMEONE 
CONCERNED? 


YOU WERE THE 


SWORDSMANSHIP. 







IT WAS ALSO YOU 
WHO SUDDENLY CAME 
HERE AND ASKED 
ME TO SPAR. 





WHAT DO 
YOU NEED AT 
THIS HOUR? 


SERENIA, I HAVE 
SOMETHING I NEED TO 
SERIOUSLY TALK TO 
YOU ABOUT... 





JUDGING FROM YOUR 
PATHETIC EXPRESSION, 
YOU'RE HERE FOR ANOTHER 
SPAR? AREN'T YOU 
ADMIRABLE? 




















... SERENIA, IN 
YOUR WORLD, 


WERE THERE 
A LOT OF STRONG 
PEOPLE LIKE YOU? 






LOOKS LIKE 
SOMETHING HAPPENED 
AT THE PALACE. 








AHHHHHHHH!!! 


IMPERTINENT!!! 
YOU PERVERT!!! 





SORRY. I'VE BEEN 
SMELLING THIS AWFUL 
BURNING SMELL. 


IF YOU PICK 
UP SOMETHING 
DANGEROUS, 





IN... 
ADVANCE... 
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Master? 


ARE YO 
a OKAY? 





REMEMBER 


ANYTHING? 


A BLURRY IMAGE OF 
MY MASTER’S FACE... 













THIS IS THE 
IDENTIFICATION TAG 
I USED BACK IN 
MY WORLD. 





WHY DO You 
HAVE THIS? 






WHAT HAPPENED 
AT THE PALACE? 





ie do 
Am 
rm 
t= > 
th 


iy 
z= 
H 
lo 


Right, I remembered. 





YOU NEED TO GO 
DOWN THE MOUNTAIN 
AND MEET SOME GOOD 
FRIENDS YOUR AGE. 


DON’T WE 
ALSO NEED HUMAN 
INTERACTIONS? 





My master said something like that. 


SO YOURE JIA? 


TO GROW UP 
SO WELL UNDER THAT 
HORRIBLE MASTER! 





Master was able to 
find some good friends as 
soon as he went down 
the mountain. 


otelit ol-]a Teh Sokal 





I behaved stupidly and lost 
MA a setloe Baal —a lo Sig 1—[0 8 











THIS UNNIE 
KNOWS HOW You 
ARE FEELING. 


TO LOSE SOMEONE 
PRECIOUS TO YOU 


|S SOMETHING 
TRULY PAINFUL. 


DON’T LET MY 
MASTER KNOW. 


I DON’T WANT 
TO WORRY HIM 


ALRIGHT. THAT 
WITLESS SIMPLETON 
WOULDN’T KNOW HOW 
TO COMFORT YOU 
ANYWAY. 





.-- MASTER MUST 
BE PROUD 


TO HAVE A 
FRIEND LIKE YOU, 
UNNIE. 


BUT I’M ALSO 
YOUR FRIEND? 


THAT CHILD WILL GO 
TO A BETTER PLACE. 


SINCE SHE’S KIND 
AND GENTLE. 


JIA, YOU'LL BE 
ABLE TO FIND MANY, 
MANY PRECIOUS FRIENDS 
IN THE FUTURE. 





NOT PEOPLE 
WHO CAN'T REIGN 
IN THEIR ENVY, 


NOR THOSE 
WHO DON’/T KNOW 
HOW TO CHERISH AND 
LOVE OTHERS. 


PEOPLE WHO 
WILL PROPERLY LOOK 
AT YOU, JIA. 


IS THERE 
REALLY SOMEONE ELSE 
OUT THERE? 





But strangely, 

I ended up crossing to 
r=] fol dalle Wo) gle ey-er-0)-1-) 
of some girl. 





And there, I was able 
to meet those people 
she told me about. 


WE WERE ABLE TO 
EXTERMINATE THOSE 
MONSTERS WITH JUST 
OUR SQUAD, ISN'T 
THAT AWESOME? 


DON’T BE 
TOO EXCITED. 


WE NEED TO 
INSPECT- 


ACK! WHAT 
ARE YOU? 


ATTACKIN 





WHO ARE 


NO, WHO 
ARE YOU? 


ODD HAIR AND 
CLOTHES... 


DID THIS 
TO MY MEN? 


COMMANDER...! 





OUR COMMANDER 





WHAT? ARE YOU 
SURRENDERING? 


NO WAY! OUR 
COMMANDER ONLY 
KNEELS WHEN HE 

WANTS TO 


I SURRENDER. 








PLEASE TEACH 


ME YOUR WAYS. 








SO EVEN IN THIS 
WORLD, STATUS AND 
RANK STILL EXIST. 


YOWRE A PERSON 
OF HIGH STATUS. 


AND YOU USE THIS 
KIND OF KNIFE TO CUT 
AND EAT MEAT. 


WOULD YOU LIKE 
SOME MORE? 





PLEASE DROP THE 
FORMALITIES AS YOU WOULD 
WITH THOSE OF LOWER 
STATUS THAN YOU. 


I LOOK SUSPICIOUS 
AS IT IS WITH MY HAIR 
AND EYE COLOR. 


IT’D BE TROUBLESOME 

IF_ THEY ALSO ACCUSED 

ME OF THREATENING OR 
BRAINWASHING YOU. 


DROP THE 
FORMALITY... 





..-DID YOU 


ee 
Zz 
FY 
52 
eS 
ES 


AH, I MADE 
A MISTAKE. 





AND STUCK 
IT ON THE WALL? 
«.»MY LADY? 


I WANT 
TO DO IT TOO! 


YOU SHOULD 
NOT PLAY WITH 
THE CUTLERIES, 

MY LORD! 


«+» I DIDN’T WANT 
TO END UP SAYING 
THIS BUT, 


I’M ACTUALLY THE 
CROWN PRINCE. 


PLEASE BECOME 
MY FRIEND. T’LL GIVE 
YOU MONEY! 





LET'S SWEAR 
ON OUR FRIENDSHIP! 
WITH THE TREASURY 
THE LINE!! 


YOU SHOULDN'T 
USE THE TREASURY, 
MY LORD! 


And what else 
was there? 
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And what 
else happened? 
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Oh, right. I somehow 
met someone who seemed 
to know everything. 
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And I encountered someone 
Wh a= t-|- a) me) ale a0 








DID SHE LOOK LIKE 
THIS BEFORE? 


| / A LOT OF THINGS 


THANK GOD YOU 


ARE STILL HERE! 




















I THOUGHT YOU 
LEFT AFTER HEARING 
EVERYTHING FROM 
HIS HIGHNESS. 


WHY WOULD 
I LEAVE? 





I DON’T 
HAVE ANYWHERE 
ELSE TO GO. 















BECAUSE EDWIN AND 
KYLUS HAVE PLIT IN SOME 
GOOD WORDS, I WAS ABLE 
TO AVOID ARREST. 








I DECIDED TO HELP 
WITH THE INVESTIGATION 
CONCERNING THE BURNING 
BODY INCIDENT. 


I MIGHT HAVE TO 
VISIT THE IMPERIAL 
PALACE SOON... 













IS HE HERE 
TO CHEER ME UP 
BECAUSE I’M UNDER 
SUSPICION? 


I CAME HERE TO GIVE YOU 
A CONGRATULATORY GIFT! 












BECAUSE YOU 
DISCOVERED A HINT 
ON HOW TO RETURN 
TO YOUR WORLD. 


IF You 
DO MANAGE TO 
GO 


K, 








SHOULDN'T YOU 
AT LEAST BRING 
A SOUVENIR? 










IN THE FAR FUTURE, 
WHEN LADY SERENIA 
REMINISCES ABOUT THE TIME 
WHEN YOU WERE HERE, 









SUCH AS THAT TIME 
YOU WENT ON A SPRING 
PICNIC, OR WHEN THE FLOWERS 
WERE MOST BEAUTIFUL... 


I HOPE You 
WILL LOOK BACK ON 
THEM FONDLY. 
















YOU CAME 
HERE THINKING 
THAT I’D ESCAPE, 
DIDN'T YOU? 










OTHERWISE, 
YOU WOULDN'T HAVE 
ANY REASON TO RUSH 
HERE LIKE THIS. 


VICTOR, YOU KNOW 
THAT IF I WERE TO MAKE 
UP MY MIND, T COULD EASILY 
COVER MY TRACKS. 
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EVEN THOUGH IT 
LOOKS LIKE THE WOMAN 
HIS LORD PICKED UP WAS 
ABOUT TO BETRAY HIM 
AND RUN AWAY, 








ISN’T IT STRANGE 
THAT YOU'D RUSH HERE 
TO GIVE ME A PARTING 
GIFT INSTEAD? 


YOU'RE SOMEONE T 
HAVE THE MOST TROUBLE 
UNDERSTANDING AMONGST 

THE PEOPLE T’VE MET 
IN THIS WORLD. 
















YOU'RE NOT LEAD 
AWAY BY MY STRENGTH 
LIKE KYLUS DID, 






OR FIND ME 
INTERESTING LIKE 
EDWIN DID. 





JUST LIKE A 
DEAR PERSON, 


YOU CARE MORE 
THAN NECESSARY. 





WHY DO You 
DO THAT? 








YOU'RE A ‘HOWEN’ 
JUST LIKE ME. 


_Sharing surnames 
in this world means... 


they’‘re family...? 








As alonely person like me, 
Master was the only family I had. 














BUT NOW, FOR 
SOME REASON, EVEN MY 
FACE FEELS MURKY. 


























..- WELL, MASTER 
HAD A SISTER. 








Just like when Master 
brought his sister over 
like it was nothing... 


Cant 








also find a ‘Family’ 
who'd put me first, anytime 
and anywhere? 


I thought about such 
things often, and I was 
jealous of Master. 






WHAT AM I GETTING 
EXCITED FOR? 


IT PROBABLY DIDN’T 
MEAN ANYTHING. 








IF T KNEW THIS 
WOULD HAPPEN. T 
SHOULD'VE JUST ASKED 
THE SERVANTS TO GET 
THE INGREDIENTS. 










I DID SOMETHING 
POINTLESS... 
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WHAT ARE 
YOU CARRYING 
WITH YOU? 








IT WAS THINKING 
OF BAKING AN 







SOMEHOW, I 
SUDDENLY HAD TO GIVE 
SOMEONE A GIFT... 


















NO! WHAT 
ARE YOU TALKING 
ABOUT?? | JUST HAVE 


TO AS WELL...! 






ARE THEY PERHAPS 

RELATED TO THE ITEMS 

YOU'RE CURRENTLY 
HOLDING? 







WHAT ARE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT?!! 


(Ol KNOW, YOU 


READ TODAY, UNLIKE 
MOST TIMES. 
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OH MY, DO 
YOU PERHAPS 
KNOW THIS 
PERSON? 


I WAS ACTUALLY ON 
MY WAY TO ASK KYLUS 
IF HE KNOWS THEM. 


















I ONLY BRUSHED 
PAST THEM FO! 
A MOMENT, 









BUT I JUST 
COULDN'T FORGET 
Mia it a 


FOR REAL??? . 
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I ONLY BRUSHED 
PAST THEM FOR 
A MOMENT, 







THEIR RUNNING 
FIGURE... 







FOR REAL??? = 





I PERSONALLY 
WOULD LIKE TO MEET 
THEM ONCE MORE, 






BUT T DON’T 







MY FEELINGS. 





HOWEVER, IF 
POSSIBLE, I WANT TO 
AT LEAST KNOW WHAT 

SORT OF PERSON 
THEY ARE. 













AFTERALL, 
I MIGHT END UP 
LEAVING. 
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YOU CAN’T TELL ME 
THE DETAILS, BUT 


SOME UNKNOWN 
PHENOMENA IS HAI 


RI 


PPENING 
IN OTHER TERRITORIES. 


AND YOU ARE 
SUSPECTED TO BE THE 


E TH 
PERSON BEHIND IT? 
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YOU WERE ALMOST 
DRAGGED AWAY TO FACE 
THE EMPEROR, BUT EVERY- 
THING GOT COVERED 

UP IN THE END. 






SO INSTEAD, 
YOU WERE SENT TO 
INVESTIGATE THE 
INCIDENT? 


























WELL, THAT’S 
ABOUT IT. 






DON’T MAKE 
SUCH A FACE. 








MAY HELP ME 
FIND SOME CLUES 
ON HOW TO RETURN 
TO MY WORLD. 


IF THERE’S ANY 
TROUBLE, EDWIN OR 
KYLUS WILL COME 
TO MY AIDE. 























NO MATTER HOW 
STRONG YOU ARE, 
YOU'RE NOT A HERO WHO 
CAN EASILY SOLVE 
THE UNKNOWN. 






IF YOU'RE REALLY 
LUCKY, YOU WILL BE 
ABLE TO RETURN TO 
YOUR WORLD. 







BUT WHAT 
IF_THIS THING IS 
NEVER SOLVED? 






AND NO MATTER HOW 
HARD YOU INVESTIGATE, 
YOU STILL FIND NOTHING. 












IF IT CONTINUES TO 
TERRORIZE THE LANDS, 





PLAGUING 
THE PEOPLE, 


THEY’LL BLAME 
THE EMPEROR FOR HIS 
INCOMPETENCE AND START 
TO DISTRUST HIM. 








WHAT DO YOU 
THINK THE EMPEROR 
WILL DO? 








IF THAT HAPPENS, 
WHETHER OR NOT JIA IS 
ACTUALLY BEHIND IT, 











TO REGAIN THE 
PEOPLE’S TRUST, 


YOu, WITH 
THE BLACK HAIR, 
WOULD MAKE A FINE 
SCAPEGOAT. 












MAKE SURE 
TO CATCH HER. 





AFTER YOU BAKE 
THE APPLE TART YOU 
LEARNT TODAY, 









WHAT DOES 
SHE HAVE TO DO 
WITH THIS? 
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| THE BOLSHAKE ESTATE 
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How is it? Do you 
think the egg helps get 
nid of my bruises? 





LOOK 
CLOSELY~! 






IT STILL LOOKS 
THE SAME. 









I NEED TO 
GET BACK TO 
NORMAL BEFORE 
IT’S TEA PARTY 
SEASON!!! 











WHO TOLD 
YOU TO FIGHT 
Tike Tare 
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WAS ANGRY! 
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WHAT WERE YOU 
READING THAT MADE 
YOU SIGH SO 








FOR AN OLDER 
LADY???? 







SISTER TOLD ME TO 
INVESTIGATE HER. 








BE CAREFUL ON 
THE WAY BACK. 


I’M GIVING 
THIS IN RETURN FOR 
THE MIRROR. 


SEND ME A 
LETTER WHEN YOU'VE 
INVESTIGATED LADY 
QUARTE’S FAMILY. 





SHE SAID SHE 
HAS CONNECTIONS 
WITH THE DUCAL 
HOUSEHOLD. 


SHE MIGHT HOLD 
A GRUDGE AGAINST OUR 
FAMILY AFTER TODAY'S INCIDENT, 
SO IT’S BEST TO PREPARE 
AHEAD OF TIME. 


MYJFAMILYAMAYIONLY, 
BEVA)BARONIHOUSENBLiTg 
WEJHAVESSOMES RELATIONS 

WITHTHE) DUKE? 


WELL, SHE DIDN‘T 


SEEM LIKE A BAD PERSON, 
AND SHE DIDN’T LOOK TOO 
METICULOUS EITHER. 


HOWEVER, BEING 
TOO CAREFUL IS NEVER 
A BAD THING. 


ACCORDING TO MY 
INVESTIGATION, 














AT A GLANCE, 
THEIR FAMILY MAY SEEM 
LIKE AN ORDINARY NOBLE 
HOUSE WITH SOME 
KNIGHTS. 











BUT IN TRUTH, 
THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY 
POSSESSES INCREDIBLE SKILLS 
AND INFORMATION. HE IS SAID 
TO BE A MAN WITH MANY 
CONNECTIONS. 













I’VE SENT SISTER 
A LETTER, 







BUT I DON’T 
KNOW WHAT SHE 
WILL DO NEXT... 


















THOUGH THE CROWN 
PRINCE IS NEXT IN LINE, WE 
CANNOT IGNORE THE CURRENT 
REIGNING EMPEROR. 


AND BECAUSE KYLUS 
HAILS FROM A POWERFUL 
DUCAL FAMILY, THERE WILL BE 
MANY NOBLES WHO WILL TRY 
TO KEEP HIM IN CHECK. 






NOTHING IS MORE 
IMPORTANT THAN THE 
NUMBER OF ALLIES YOU HAVE 
IN A POLITICAL SITUATION 
LIKE THIS. 

















THAT’S WHY YOU 
SHOULD BEFRIEND THE 
BARON'S DAUGHTER, 

WHO HAS MANY 
CONNECTIONS. 































++» THOUGH, IT 
MAY NOT BE THE KIND 
OF RELATIONSHIP JIA 
WISHES TO HAVE. 














SINCE SHE’S SOMEONE 
IN PURSUIT OF STRENGTH, 
SHE MIGHT FOLLOW YOU AROLIND 
AND LOOK UP TO YOU 


AS 
AN OLDER SISTER. 


Someone 
in pursuit oP 
strength??? 


+e YOWRE THAT 
EXCITED? 


















BUT YOU SAID YOU 
ONLY SAW HER RUN. 


HOW CLOSELY DID 
YOU LOOK AT HER TO 
BE ABLE TO DRAW A 
PORTRAIT OF HER? 


NO. WITH TRAINING, 
IT’S POSSIBLE. 


FOR EXAMPLE, 





YOU TRAIN BY 
LOOKING A YOUR 
TEACHER'S EYES 
JUST LIKE THIS. 


| think this is 


geod enough... 
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IS GOING 










I WAS TEACHING 

HER HOW TO IMPROVE 

HER DYNAMIC VISUAL 
ACUITY. 


VALERIE FEELS AWKWARD 
WHEN SOMEONE IS TOO CLOSE 
TO HER, SO I ASK YOU TO TAKE 
A STEP BACK IMMEDIATELY. 





NO, I’M 
NOT THAT 


DIDN’T YOU 
HATE IT WHEN 
ASKED TO CHECK 

YOUR FOOT? 








YOU'RE ALRIGHT 
WITH IT NOW? 

















THE KITCHEN 
ISN’T A PLACE WHERE 
A DUKE WOULD COINCI- 
DENTALLY VISIT. 


FEW MINUTES AGO, 
KYLUS’S ROOM 


I DON’T THINK 
MY PROBLEMS WOULD 
BE SOLVED SIMPLY BY 
AGONIZING OVER IT. 


I’M STUDYING 
IN ORDER TO SOLVE 
MY PROBLEMS. 





I’M STARTING 
TO UNDERSTAND AFTER 
READING THIS BOOK. 


HOW TO GAIN 
THE EMPEROR'S AND 
VALERIE’S TRUST. 


THIS PERSON WHO 
DIDON’T CARE ABOLIT 
WHAT OTHER PEOPLE 
THINK BEFORE, 


IS TRYING HIS BEST 
TO PROTECT HIS LOVE 
AND FRIENDSHIP../ 


BUT... WOULD 
THIS KIND OF EFFORT 
SUFFICE? 


I’VE CONCLUDED THAT 
I NEED TO SHOW THEM I 
AM A CAPABLE PERSON. 


IF THAT'S THE 
CASE, HAVEN'T YOU 
SHOWN THEM THAT 

ALREADY? 





THE ISSUE LIES 
WITH THE OTHER 
PERSON. 


I DON’T THINK 
YOU CAN SOLV 
IT THIS WAY. 


THAT BOOK, 


WHEN DO YOU THINK 
THE MALE LEAD LOOKS 
THE COOLEST? 


THE MALE LEAD, 
THE DUKE... 


WHEN HE WAS 
THINKING IF HE SHOULD 
KILL HIS BROTHER... 


HE MUST HAVE 
AGONIZED ABOLIT IT A LOT 
SINCE IT WAS HIS BROTHER BY 
BLOOD. EVEN SO, HE STILL 
DEFEATED THE VILLAIN. 





I THOUGHT THAT 
HIS DETERMINATION WAS 
VERY ADMIRABLE. 


IF YOU BEHAVE 
LIKE THAT IN FRONT 


OF THE EMPEROR, HE'LL 
ACCUSE YOU OF 
TREASON!!! 





EARNING THE EMPEROR’S 
TRUST IS SOMETHING SERENIA 
WILL DO ON HER OWN. 
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WHY DON’T YOU STAY 
BY LADY BOLSHAKE’S SIDE 
INSTEAD, YOUR GRACE? 


MEANING: “TAKE 
CARE OF YOURSELF 
FIRST BEFORE THINKING 
ABOUT OTHERS.” 


AND THAT’S 
WHY I WANTED TO 
STAY BY YOUR SIDE 

A BIT MORE. 


I ASKED THE 
SERVANTS WHERE 
YOU WERE AND CAME 
TO FIND YOU. 





WHY DOES HIS ACTIONS 
MAKE ME PITY HIM? HE LOOKS 
LIKE AN ABANDONED DOG... 











YOU HAVE TO 
BE OBEDIENT. 













OR NOT? IS 
HE MORE LIKE A 
FAITHFUL DOG? 





IS HE FINE 
BECAUSE HE HAS 
AN OWNER??? 






LET’S FINISH 
THINGS UP, JIA! 








IT’S ALL COMING 
TOGETHER NOW! 





JIA, YOU'RE DOING SO 
WELL, I CAN'T BELIEVE IT’S 
YOUR FIRST TIME? 













YOU HAVE 
SOME TALENT IN 
THE KITCHEN. 








NO WAY. I USED TO 
ALWAYS PUT SOMEONE’S 
LIFE AT RISK WHENEVER T 
WAS IN THE KITCHEN... 


MODEST! 










LIKE THIS, YOU WON’T 
HAVE ANY ISSUE MAKING IT 
FOR MUREYA NEXT TIME! 


YOU'RE SO 
TALENTED! 





THIS APPLE 
TART WILL BE VERY 
USEFUL! 














NEXT, WE PEEL 
THE APPLE... 








THAT APPLE, 


+.-YOU WANT TO? 





AS A SOLDIER 
WHO OFTEN WIELDS 
A KNIFE, 


THIS IS AS 
EASY AS PIE. 








THIS ISN’T HOW YOU'RE 
SUPPOSED TO CUT IT 
FOR THIS RECIPE... 


IT’S USELESS 
IF YOU CUT IT INTO 
THAT SHAPE. 








YOU'RE SUPPOSED 


TO CUT THE APPLE. 
















WHAT’S 
THE MATTER SO 
SUDDENLY? 


Cg 
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MUREVA QUARTE (16) 


BY) HEALING HER BROKEN HEART ae 
= WITH LAZINESS, ag 


4, ea 


WHAT DID YOU DO AT 
THE DUKE’S ENGAGEMENT 
CEREMONY? 






I'M $0 PROUD 
OF You!!! 













THE BOLSHAKE 
FAMILY'S FIRST SON 





a. 
am)?! 


. 


eee, 

















FELL IN LOVE AT 
FIRST SIGHT WITH YOUR 
OVERWHELMING 
STRENGTHINN! 
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Wow! You were able 
to seb the apples so 
prettily with just 
simple kniPewonk! 








JIA MUST BE AN 
AMAZING PRODIGY! 







YOU/RE VERY 
CAPABLE! 






NO, I’M ONLY GOOD 
WITH KNIVES. 










KYLUS, SINCE 
I ALREADY SLICED 
THE APPLE, YOU CAN 
SET THE APPLE 
RABBIT ASIDE. 








THAT’S RIGHT. WE 
WILL USE THE APPLE 
SERENIA CUT! 


THESE RABBITS 








ARE ALSO 
USEFUL! 


FOR EXAMPLE, 


-ONE HOUR LATER- 














LOOKS 
DELICIOUS. 


IS THE 
RIGHT ONE THE 
ONE I MADE? 







HERE, PLEASE 
TAKE A BITE! 








THANK YOU 
FOR THE FOOD. 


















WAIT!! SPIT IT 
OUT, KYLUS! 


. 


TH THE 
ONE | MADE!!! 


WE FOLLOWED 
THE SAME RECIPE, 
SO HOW ARE YOU ABLE 
TO TELL WHICH ONE 
IS YOURS? 











UGH. | BAKED WITH 
ALL MY FEELINGS POURED 
INTO IT, SO | THOUGHT IT'D 

BE THIS 


TIME AROUND!!! 













WITH THOSE 
KINDS OF DANGEROUS 
FEELINGS, 





WHOM IN MY 
ESTATE WERE YOU 
PLANNING TO 
GIVE IT TO? 


FIRST, TO 
VICTOR... 


AND THEN TO 
THE MARTIAL ART 
GENIUS... 










HOW DO 
YOU FEEL ABOUT 
VICTOR? 





DID VICTOR 
WRONG YOU IN 
ANY WAY? 







DO YOU HAVE TO 
STEAL EVERYTHING 
AWAY FROM ME... 


TO MAKE 
YOURSELF FEEL 
Goov? 


y SAVERVAADMIRABLE 
ROS TEEMANATION TON 


fir cere Meron 
Ge Deer (CAPABLETAIDE 


I DON’T 
© KNOW WHAT YOU'RE 
TALKING ABOUT BLT PLEAS! 
STOP THIS ANNOYING 
MISUNDERSTANDING. 









ANYWAY, SINCE 

WE ALREADY MADE IT, 

LET’S ALL GET ALONG 
AND EAT IT. 





Serenia’s tart ended 
up being inedible, 















while the tart 
I made normally was 
cut into slices, 


She decided to 
share some with 
victor as well. 





IT’S BEEN A WHILE 
SINCE TI MADE IT. I’M GLAD 
EVERYONE ENJOYED IT. 
























THIS IS FOR 
You, KYLUS. 





THE RABBIT 
APPLES YOU MADE 


ARE GOOD FOR 
DECORATION. 











THERE’S 
NOTHING FOR 


I RECEIVED A 
LETTER FROM HER 
A WHILE AGO. 








Thank you for your hard work 
on the investigation, Marshall. 
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was also at fault, 





she'd probably keep quiet about 
at ela) -Ke (eh aa! Rel) 
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lola laa tte 
might spread things around 
about the incident. 





And if they holda 
grudge against us, it might 
geek YEN oJ] 09 
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YOUNG MASTER 
BOLSHAKE, NOW THAT 
I THINK ABOUT IT, 


I HEARD THAT YOU 
WERE LOOKING INTO THE 
QUARTE FAMILY. WHAT’S 

THE MATTER? 


YOU THOUGHT 
I DIDN’T KNOW? 


I CAN EASILY 
SEE THROUGH THE 
YOUNG MASTERS’ TRICKS 
IN THIS WORLD OF 
ARISTOCRATS. 





ARE YOU 
FEELING GUILTY OF 
SOMETHING? 


AT MY SISTER'S 
ENGAGEMENT CEREMONY, 
I HAD THE CHANCE TO CON- 
VERSE WITH THE QUARTE 
FAMILY’S LADY. 


SHE WAS FULL 
OF ENERGY. 












...WAS WHAT I SAID 
AT A SOCIAL GATHERING 
A FEW DAYS BACK. 








I GAVE HER ENOUGH 
COMPLIMENTS AND MADE 
SURE RUMORS SPREAD THAT 
I WAS INTERESTED IN HER. 











vr ie 00 


EVEN IF 
RUMORS SPREAD THAT 
I MADE HIS PRECIOUS 
DAUGHTER ANGRY, 


OR THE FACT THAT T 
INVESTIGATED HER, 









THE BARON WOULD ONLY 
THINK, “THAT YOUNG MASTER 
MUST'VE FALLEN IN LOVE WITH 

MY DAUGHTER'S BEAUTY AT FIRST 

SIGHT” AND WOULD HAPPILY 

DISMISS THE ISSUE. 











YOU CAN THINK OF 
THIS AS NONSENSE. IT’S 
A SHAMEFUL SOLUTION, 
BUT WHAT CAN I DO? 





THIS SORT OF 
METHOD WORKS WELL 

AGAINST SIMPLE, 
IDIOTIC OLD MEN. 


IT’S A DIRTY AND 
SHAMEFUL TACTIC, 


BUT YOU TRIED 
TO POUR TEA ON MY 
LITTLE BROTHER. 





EVEN THOUGH 
THAT PERSON HAS A 
LARGE PHYSIQUE, 


HE’S STILL A PERSON 
WHO COULD ALWAYS 
GET INJURED. 


i 





Those were 
my thoughts, 


not knowing I would have 
to meet Mureya again... 
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T'll tell youa 
scary story. 


One day, a thief 
broke past 


the Dewello 
estate's treasury 
strict security. 


He disguised himself 
as a servant in order 
to rob the treasury. 





within 
the Dewello's 
treasury, 


rumors says 

that an incredible 
treasure was 
hidden inside. 

















STILL, HOW DID 
THEY MANAGE TO GO 
PAST THE DEWELLO'S 
STRICT SECURITY? 





EVEN IF HE PRETENDED TO 
BE A SERVANT, THE GUARDS 
WOULDN'T ALLOW HIM INTO 
THE RESTRICTED AREA. 


Surprisingly, 
the guards didn't 
always stand guard 
at all times. 


They only checked 
a few times a day to 
see if there was 
anyone inside. 





However, it’s 
impossible to ever 
rob the Dewello 
treasury. 


But you just 
saida thief entered 
the room? 


No thief who 
entered the treasury 
made it out safe 
and sound. 


No matter 
how hard they 
tried to get the 
door opened, it 
never budged. 





Hours later, the 
guards would open 


the door to check if 
anyone was inside. 





Nobody knew 
what really happened 
to the thieves. 


But somehow, 


they were always on 
the verge of fainting 
when they were 
taken away. 


Some say they 
became insane, while 
others say they turned 
to seek nirvana and lived 
in a forest. There are 
too many rumors. 













IF YOU MINDLESSLY 
WENT IN THERE, YOU WOULDN'T 
BE ABLE TO RETURN. SO DON'T 
GO ANYWHERE CLOSE. 





THIS IS WHY IT'S A 
RESTRICTED AREA. 













ONLY TWO 
PEOPLE ARE ALLOWED 
TO FREELY ENTER AND 
LEAVE THE ROOM... 























YOU'RE 
TELLING ME TO 
ENTER THAT ROOM 
BY MYSELF? 


MY LADY CAN 
ENDURE PAIN, BUT 
SHE CANNOT HANOLE 
ANYTHING SCARY!! 





After coming to the Dewello 
estate, going through weekly 
lessons to be a duchess, 








and this is how I will die? 


MY APOLOGIES. 









IT’S NOT MY 
INTENTION TO FORCE 
YOU TO DO SOMETHING 
YOU DO NOT WANT. 











HOWEVER, 
THE ‘DEWELLO ESTATE 
TREASURY CHECK’ IS A TRADITION 
ALL POTENTIAL DEWELLO 
DUCHESS MUST DO. 












WHEN MY LADY 
FORMALLY BECOMES 
THE DUCHESS, YOU WILL 
MANAGE THE TREASURY 
WITH HIS GRACE. 














NONE OF THE 
PREVIOUS DUKES AND 
DUCHESSES HAVE 
BEEN INJURED. 











JUST BE YOUR USUAL 
CALM SELF. THINK OF IT AS 
SOME SUPERSTITIONS. GO 
AHEAD AND COME BACK! 












SUPERSTITIONS 
REALLY SCARE ME, 
you KNOW??? 


I've been suf fering all my life 








because of those 
damn superstitions!!! 








After hearing that death is upon me, 














even fun ghost 
stories scare me!! 






I'M NOT 
EVEN A PROPER 
DUCHESS YET. 








NOR ARE WE SURE 
IF I'M GOING TO BE THE 
DUCHESS AT ALL... 
































MY LADY!!! 
MY LADY... 
— YOU'VE BEEN HARBORING 
SUCH WORRIES? 
\ | 
i|\ 
f | / 
N\A f . § 
. p 
—), 
NO, IT'S 
JUST... 


LADY BOLKSHAKE 
YOU'RE ALREADY OUR 
AMAZING MADAM! 





IN ANY CASE... 
LOOK AT THIS! 


















WITH YOUR 
AUTHORITY AS THE 
FUTURE DUCHESS, 





YOU SENT A LETTER’ TO 
INVITE LADY MUREYA QUARTE 
OVER! AND YOU RECEIVED 
A POSITIVE REPLY! 


Uz Sats 






The Guarte family's reply 
in a nutshell: happiness. I'll 
send my daughter over to 
the Dewello estate as 
soon as possible! 

















I'M VERY MOVED 
THAT YOU THOUGHT 
TO STRENGTHEN THE 

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN 

THE DEWELLO AND THE 

USEFUL QUARTE! 





YES, I USED 
MY AUTHORITY 
SINCE I WANTED TO 
HELP SERENIA. 






YOU CAN'T WIELD 
YOUR AUTHORITY 
WITHOUT TAKING 
RESPONSIBILITY. 











PLEASE GIVE 
ME THE KEY AND 
A CANDLE. 





I WANT TO SETTLE 
THIS ISSUE BEFORE IT GETS 
DARKER OLITSIDE. 














T'LL FORBID THEM 
FROM PLAYING GHOST 
INSIDE THE HOUSE. 






T'LL WARN AMY 
ABOUT THIS INCIDENT 
AS WELL. 












WHILE YOU 
LIVE UNDER MY CARE, 
I WILL PROTECT YOU. 
HOWEVER, 







YOU CAN'T ALWAYS 
AVOID SCARY THINGS 
IN THE FUTURE. 


IF ANYTHING 
SCARY HAPPENS... 















CALM DOWN 
AND ESCAPE THAT 
SITUATION. 


LOSE HOPE. 






IF YOU THINK 
IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO 
ESCAPE, DON’T WORRY. 
PEOPLE WHO CARE ABOUT 
YOU WILL COME AND 
SAVE YOU. 







FATHER TOLD ME 
TO ALWAYS REMEMBER 
THOSE WORDS. 


SO AMY, 
DON'T WORRY. 


I'M NOT TAKEN 
AGAINST MY WILL, 
ALRIGHT? 





BUT THE 
MASTER TOLD ME 
TO TAKE CARE OF 

YOu WELL~ 


AND 
IT’S GLOOMY 
TODAY... 





TO THE TREASURY 
IMMEDIATELY! 








Yes. There's no way 





a tiger would jump out in 
the Dewello estate, right? 








AND IT’S NOT LIKE 
I'M DOING ANYTHING 
BRAZEN. 





EVEN IF IT’S ONLY 
A TEMPORARY DUTY, 
I'M TRYING MY BEST TO 
FULFILL IT PROPERLY. 











ARE THOSE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
DOCUMENTS? 








AS AN OUTSIDER, 
IT FEELS AWKWARD 
TO DO THIS... 








Why is there a 
hole on the ceiling 





of this strictly 
maintained treasury...? 






NO, CALM 
DOWN. 





AT TIMES LIKE 
THIS, I SHOULD CALM 
DOWN LIKE FATHER 
TOLD ME. 


LET'S OPEN 
THE DOOR AND 
LEAVE... 
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IT’S IMPOSSIBLE TO 
ESCAPE, DON’T WORRY. 
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YOU WILL COME AND 
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